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Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims), 2017 (Central Act 22
of 2017)— Sections 4 and 6—A Suit cannot be continued against the employees of
the Vessel without any claim against the Vessel or its owner – Only if the Vessel or
its owner is a party, a Suit can be filed under the Admiralty Act in respect of a
maritime claim—Such suits cannot be maintained only against the employees in a
Vessel - Master of the Vessel M.V. Korea Chemi (IMO 9274276) v. Silavuvaipichai
Francies and others - I.L.R. 2026 Kerala OnLine 61.

Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (Central Act 46 of 2023)—Section
47—The grounds of arrest shall be communicated to the arrested person in every
case, without exception, and such communication shall be made in writing in a
language understood by him—In prosecutions under the NDPS Act, the requirement
to communicate the quantity of contraband seized cannot be construed as applying
uniformly to all accused, irrespective of their alleged role or complicity—The
obligation to specify the quantity of contraband arises only in respect of those
accused from whose possession the contraband was actually seized —Article
22(1)— Constitution of India - Imran @ Hamsath Ikthiyar @ Irshad v. State of Kerala
and another - I.L.R. 2026 Kerala OnLine 56 : Neutral Citation No. 2026:KER:10993.

Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (Central Act 2 of 1974)—Section 313 —False
or unsatisfactory explanation—In a case based on circumstantial evidence, a false or
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unsatisfactory explanation offered by the accused under Section 313 cannot by itself
constitute an independent link in the chain of circumstances; however, such
explanation can be taken into account to fortify or lend assurance to the conclusion
of guilt otherwise established by the prosecution - Nitheesh v. State of Kerala - I.L.R.
2026 Kerala OnLine 59: Neutral Citation No.2026:KER:11562.

Comprehensive Leave Rules for NBEMS trainees, 2024—Clause 7 (c)—
Maternity leave and other leave—Maternity leave is a right of the women—Maternity
leave cannot be counted for calculating the total leave to apply the principle of ‘no
leave beyond one year’ - Susan K. John v. National Board of Examinations in
Medical Sciences (NBEMS) and others - I.L.R. 2026 Kerala OnLine 57 : Neutral
Citation No. 2026:KER:7594.

Co-operative Societies Act, 1969 (Kerala Act 21 of 1969)—Sections 80, 80BB and
109— Dairy/Milk Co-operative stand on a different footing and there is intelligible
differentia in introducing Section 80BB, by which an obligation is cast on the
Government to constitute Recruitment Committee for the entire selection and
recruitment process of all permanent employees of the Regional Co-operative Milk
Producer’s Unions—When the provision does not mandate publication in Official
Gazette, the impugned orders cannot be declared illegal on the ground of non-
publication in Official Gazette—Constitution of Recruitment Committee for making
appointments to the Regional Milk Producer’s Unions is not primarily intended for
fixing or altering the number and designation of the officers and servants of those
Unions—Co- operative Societies Rules, 1969 (Kerala)—Rule 182 - Kanichiodu
MPCS Ltd 181(D) APCOS and others v. State of Kerala and others - I.L.R. 2026
Kerala OnLine 55 : Neutral Citation No. 2026:KER:8402.

Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956 (Central Act 78 of 1956)—Section
28—Attached property alienated by husband before attachment by wife in a petition
for maintenance—Claim petition by purchaser dismissed—Appeal by purchaser
allowed and case remanded—Wife granted an opportunity to prove that the
purchaser was aware of denial of maintenance by the seller to his wife and any
subsisting claim for maintenance which arose out of such denial, or that there were
reasons to show that the transfer was gratuitous—Transfer of Property Act, 1882
(Central Act 4 of 1882)—Section 39 - Sulochana v. Anitha and others - I.L.R. 2026
Kerala OnLine 63 : Neutral Citation No.2026:KER:9092.

Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 (Central Act 14 of 1947)—Section 10— Function of
the appropriate Government in making a reference is purely administrative in
character—It is nevertheless incumbent that the reference correctly encapsulates the
real and foundational controversy between the parties—Once a reference is made,
the jurisdiction of the Labour Court or Industrial Tribunal is strictly confined to the
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points of dispute specifically referred and matters incidental thereto, and the Tribunal
is not free to enlarge, amend, substitute, or re- characterise the dispute on its own
assessment of the pleadings or evidence— Adjudication made by the Labour Court
beyond the reference is coram non judice—Award passed pursuant to a defective
and jurisdictionally infirm reference is a nullity, being one rendered without authority
of law - Lunar Rubbers v. Kerala Head Load and Timber Workers and Factory
Workers Union (KTUC) and others - I.L.R. 2026 Kerala OnLine 62 : Neutral Citation
No. 2026:KER:7635.

Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 (Central Act 14 of 1947)—Section 25FFF— Once
the factum of closure of an undertaking, or of a unit lacking functional integrality with
other units, is admitted or established, the employer-employee relationship comes to
an end by operation of law - Lunar Rubbers v. Kerala Head Load and Timber
Workers and Factory Workers Union (KTUC) and others - I.L.R. 2026 Kerala OnLine
62 : Neutral Citation No. 2026:KER:7635.

Penal Code, 1860 (Central Act 45 of 1860)—Section 302—Conviction based on
circumstantial evidence—Principles governing appreciation— Where the prosecution
case rests entirely on circumstantial evidence, the circumstances relied on must be
cogently and firmly established; such circumstances must be of a definite tendency
unerringly pointing towards the guilt of the accused; the cumulative effect of the
proved circumstances must form a complete chain leaving no reasonable ground for
a conclusion consistent with the innocence of the accused; and the evidence must
be incapable of explanation on any hypothesis other than that of guilt—The
circumstances must not only be consistent with the guilt of the accused but must also
be inconsistent with his innocence—In a case resting on circumstantial evidence,
proof of motive constitutes an important link in the chain of circumstances, though its
absence is not by itself fatal to the prosecution; motive assumes greater significance
where there is no direct evidence, but recedes in importance when there is clear
ocular testimony implicating the accused - Nitheesh v. State of Kerala - I.L.R. 2026
Kerala OnLine 59: Neutral Citation No.2026:KER:11562.

Penal Code, 1860 (Central Act 45 of 1860)—Section 302—It is trite that primary
object of an FI Statement or FI Report is only to set the criminal law in motion and it
would be unreasonable to expect a FI Statement to contain every minute detail
pertaining to an incident with unerring precision—Statement made by the deceased
in the moments before he succumbed to those injuries would effectively constitute a
dying declaration – Doctrine of ‘res gestae’ explained— Evidence Act, 1872 (Central
Act 1 of 1872)—Sections 6 and 32 - Chathu @ Alakkadan Chathu v. State of Kerala -
I.L.R. 2026 Kerala OnLine 60 : Neutral Citation No. 2026:KER:7071.

Service Rules, 1959 (Kerala)—Part-III, Rule 3, Ruling No. 1—Recovery from
DCRG—Necessity of obtaining undertaking at the time of retirement, permitting
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recovery from DCRG—Provisions of the amended Ruling No.1 under Rule 3 of Part
III of the KSR will apply only to loans which are sanctioned on or after
01.02.2025—Co-operative Societies Act, 1969 (Kerala Act 21 of 1969)— Section 37
- Idukki District Police Co-Operative Society Ltd. No.I-490 v. State of Kerala and
others - I.L.R. 2026 Kerala OnLine 58: Neutral Citation No. 2026:KER:5100.
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